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| Delivered to the 


2 L E R G Y, Ge. 


Tis Ti 1s —— fog Me, My BR ETHREN, 


bear lamenting with You-the general Decay 
RS of Religion in this Nation; which is Now 
bw wm by every One, and has been foe ſome Time the 
Complaint of .all * Perſons. The Influence of it is 
more and more wearing out of the Minds of. Men, even 
of thoſe who do not pretend to enter into Speculations 
upon the Subject: But the Number of thoſe who do, 
and who profeſs themſelvos Unbelievers, inereaſes, and 
with their Numbers their Zeal. Zeal, tis e to 
-ask —— for what? Why truely for Nothing! but' againſt 
every Thing that. is Good and Sacred amongſt us. 


upon our firſt Meeting of this Kind, to for- 


«0X - InDEED, 


"FE 


miſe, that . Will be 1 us to he End 2 the 
N. orld. Nor can the preſent Decline of it, be any 
Stumblin block to ſuch as are conſiderate; ſince He him- 
ſelf has 15 ſtrongly expreſs d what is as remarkably pre- 
dicted in other Paſſages of Scripture, the great DefeQion 
from his Religion which ſhould: be in the latter Days, by 
that prophetick Queſtion, When the Sun A Man com- 
eth, ſpall he ud Faith upon the Earth? How near 
this Time is, GO D only knows; but this Kind of 
Scripture Signs of it is too 1 For as different 
Ages have been diſtinguiſh'd by different Sorts of par- 
ticular Errors and Vices, the deplorable Diſtinction of 
Ours is, an avowed: Scom of Religiot in Reeſe, and ; a 
Ports, Diſregard to it in the Nan 
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As to the profeſs d Evian of Ret BIR T Ew not 
1550 often they may come in your Wey but often 
enou ough, 1 fear, in the Way of Some at "eaſe amongſt 
you, to require Colideration, what is the proper Beha- 
viour towards them. One would to 5 ſure avoid great 
Familiarities with” theſe Perſons ; el pecially if they affect 
to be hi centious and profane in their common Talk. 
Yet if you fall into their Comp pany, treat them with the 


Ant, which belong to their Rank; for ſo we muſt 
Peo- 


7 > 


People who are vitious in any © other Reſpe&. We ſhould 
— what St. James with wonderful Elegance and Ex- 
preſſiveneſs calls Mee tue of Wiſdom, in our Beha viour 
towards all Men; but more eſpecially towards theſe 
Men: Not ſo mack as being what we owe to them, but 
to Ourſelves and our Religion; that we may adorn the 
Doctrine of GOD, our Saviour, in our Carriage to- 
ane! 51 W rho labour to de it. ie) 


' Fo 0 1 Diſcourſe with. 88 "the Caution . 5 


given, not to attempt anſwering Objections which we 
have not conſidered is certainly juſt, - Nor need any one 
in a particular Caſe be aſhamed frankly to acknowledge 
his Ignorance, provided it be not general. And tho' it 
were, to talk of what he is not acquainted with, is a 
dangerous Method of endeavouring to. conceal it. But 4 
conſiderate Perſon, however qualified he be to defend 
his Religion, and anſwer the Objections he hears made 
againſt it, may ſometimes ſee Cauſe to decline that 
Office. Sceptical and profane Men are extreamly apt t. 
bring up this Subject at Meetings of Entertainment, ane 
ſuch as are of the freer Sort ; innocent ones, I mean, 
otherwiſe I ſhould: not ſuppoſe you would be preſent 
at them, Now Religion is by far too ſerious a Mat- 
ter to be the hackney Subject upon theſe Occaſions. 
And by | preyenting its being made fo, 'You will Petter 


Lecure the Reyerence Which 1 is due to it, than by entering 
into its Defence. Every o one obſer ves, that Mens having 


. | ** 


1 + 7 


Examples of Vice often beſore their Eyes, familiarifes it 


to the Mind, and has a Tendency to take off that juſt 
33 45 it which the Innocent at firſt felt, even 


tho it ſhould not alter their Jadgment of Vice, or 3 


them a believe it to be lefs evil or dangerous. 
like Manner, the Hearing Religion often Won a2 


bout in light familiar Converſation, has a Tendency to 


leſſen that ſacred Regard to it, which. good Man would 


Endeavour always to keep up, both in Himſelf and 


Others. But this is not all: People are too apt incon- 
Gderately to take for granted, that Things are really 
queſtionable, becauſe they hear them often diſputed. This 
indeed is fo. far from being a Conſequence, that we know 


demonſttated Truths have been diſputed, and even Mat- 


ters of Fact the Obje&s of our Senſes. 


But were it a 


Conſequence, were the Evidence of Religion nd more than 
Aoubtſul, then it ought not to be concluded falſe any 


more than true, nor denied any more than affirmed; foi 
Suſpence would be the reaſonable State of Mind with 


regerd to it. And then it ought in all Reaſon, conſider- 


ing its infinite Importance, to have nearly the ſame In- 
Auence! upon Practice, as if it were thoroaghy: believed. 
For would it not be Madneſs for: a Mam tb forfake 2 


' - aſt Road, and prefer to it one in-awhich he acknowledges 
there is an even Chance hes ſhould loſe his Life, 


though there were ati even Chance likewiſe of his get- 
ing ſaie tiough it? Net there are People abfurd enough, 
to takenthe — RE: of Religion for the 


* 7 24 ſame 


T8] 
Fame Thing as a Proof pf its Falſhood, aſter they have 
concluded it doubtſul ſrom hearing it often called in 
Queſtion, This ſhews how infinitely unreaſonable Scep- 
tical Men are, with regard to Religion, and that they 
really lay aſide their Reaſon upon this Subject as much 
as the moſt extravagant Enthuſiaſts, But further, Ca- 
villing and Objecting upon any Subject is much eaſiet 
than clearing up Difficulties: And this laſt Part will 
always be put upon the Defenders of Religion. Now 


a Man may be fully convinced of the Truth of a2 


Matter, and upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, and yet not be 
able to anſwer all the Finn wha my. be. naifed 
N it. TRE | 


| Tux again, 1 general 1 of Religion: is 
complex and various. It conſiſts. of a long Series of 
Things, one preparatory to and confirming another, from 
the yery Beginning of the World to the prefient 
Time. And tis eaſie to ſee, how impoſſible it muſt be, 
in a curſory Converſation, to unite. all This into ohe 
Argument, and repreſent it as it ought; and, could it 
be done, how utterly indiſpoſed People would be to 
attend to it — 1 fay: in a curſory. Converſations 
ctions are thrown out in © few 


Words, — are — eppechemleck without: more At. 


tention than is uſual in common Falk. So that,» not= 
withſtanding we have the beſt Cauſe in the World, and 


tho' a Man. were: . 


know 


— OA ELITES 
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[ 10 1 
know not why he ſhould be forward to undertake it 
upon ſo great a Diſadvantage, and to ſo little good Ef- 
fect, as it muſt be done amidſt the ry and Careleſſneſs 


; of common Con verſation, | 


B UT then it wall be iſles to bb very particu- 
larly: upon your G uard, that you may not ſeem by 
way of Compliance, to join in with any Levity of 
Diſcourſe reſpecting Religion. Nor would one let any 
pretended Argument againſt it paſs intirely without No- 
tice; nor any groſs Ribaldry upon it, without expreſſing 
our thorough Diſapprobation. This laſt may ſometimes 
be done by Silence; for Silence ſometimes is very ex- 
preſſive; as was that of our Bleſſed Saviour before 
the: Sanhedrim, and before Pilate; Or it may be done 
by obſerving mildly, that Religion deſerves another 
Sort of Treatment, or a more thorough Conſideration 
than ſuch a Time, or ſuch Circumſtances admit. How- 
ever, as it is abſolutely neceſſary, that we take Care, by 
diligent Reading and Study to be always prepared, to 
be rrady always to give an Auſ⸗ wer to” every Man 
that "asketh' a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us; fo. 
there may be Occafions when it will highly become 
us to do it. | joy then we muſt take Care to do it 
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fions for entering into the Defence of our Religion; ; and 


with Fear, not of Them, but of GOD; with that 
reyerential Fear, which the Nature of Religion requires, 


and which is ſo far ſrom being inconſiſtent with, that 
it will inſpire e proper Courage towards Men. Now this 
reverential Fear will lead us to inſiſt ſtrongly upon the 
infinite Greatneſs of G O D's Scheme of Government, 


both in Extent and Duration, together witk the wiſe 


Connexion of its Parts, and the Impoſſibility of account- 
ing fully: for tlie ſeveral Parts, without ſeeing the whole 


Plan of Providence to which they relate; which is be- 


yond the utmoſt Stretch of our Underſtandi ing. And to 
all this muſt be added the neceſſary Deficiency of Hu- 
man Language when Things Divine are the Subject of 


it. Theſe Obſervations are a proper full Anſwer to. £ 


Many e and 1 material with 1 to 
All. 


＋ 4 
4 


Bur Vour ftandi ing Buſineſs tha which requires . 


conſtant Attention, is with the Body of the Feople; 


to revive in them the Spirit of Religion which is 10 5 
much declining. And it may ſeem, that whatever Rea 


ſon there be for Caution as to entering into an argumen- 
tative Defence of Religion in common Converſation, 


yet that tis neceſſary to do this from, the Pulpit, in 


Order to guard the People againſt being corrupted, how- 


ever i in tome Places, But then ſurely. it ſhould be done 
« : * in 


io i hes ed eh Ur Li AR Ah + — WAP i 


== 
in + Maprer as little controverſial as yoſlible, © For 
tha ſuch as are capable of ſecing the Force of Objections, 
are capable alſo of ſeeing” the Force of the Anſwers 
Which are given to them; Yet the Truth is, the People 
will not competently attend to Either. But tis eaſis 
to ſee which they will attend to maſt. And to hear 
Religien treated of, as what many deny, and Which 
has much ſaid againſt it as well as for it; this can- 


not but have a Tendency to give them ill Impreſſions 


at any Time: And ſeems particularly improper for all 
Perſons at a Time of Devotion; even for ſuch as are 
axrived at the moſt ſettled State of Piety, —— ſay at a 
Time of Devotion, When we. are aſſembled to; yield 
ourſel ves up, to the full Influence of the D--yiNg 
PERIEARN& R, and to call forth into actual Exerciſe every 
Pipus, Affection of Heart, For it is to be repeated, 
that the Heart and Courſe of Affections may be di- 
ſturbed when there is no Alteration of Judgment. Now 
the Evidence of Religion may be laid before. Men 
without, any Air of Controyerſy, The Proof of the 
Being of G O D. from, final, Cauſes, or the Deſign and 
Wiſdom, which appears in every. Part of Nature; to- 
gether with the Law of Virtue written upon our Hearts: 
The Proof of Chriſtianity. from Miracles, and the Ac- 
compliment of Prophecies ; and the Confirmation which! 
"rhe Natural and Civil Hiſtory, of the World give to 
"the Scriprure Account. of Things; theſe. Evidences ot 
Religion might properly be inſiſted on, in a Way to affect 
; SO | 8 and 


2]. 
and influence the Heart, tho there were no profeſt Un- 


bolievers in the World; and therefore may be inſiſted on; 
without taking, much Notice that there are ſuch, And 


even Their particular Objections may be obviated without 


a formal Mention of them. Beſides, as to Religion in ge- 
neral, it is a practical Thing, and no otherwiſe a Matter of 
Speculation, than common Prudence in the Management 
of our worldly Affairs is ſo. And if one were endea- 
vouring to bring a plain Man to be more careful, with 


regard to this laſt, it would be thought a ſtrange 


Method of doing it, to perplex him with ſtating for- 
mally the ſeveral Objections which Men of Gaiety or 
Speculation have made againſt Prudence, and the Ad- 


vantages which they pleaſantly tell us Folly has o- 


ver it, tho' one could anſwer thoſe ee, ever 


ſo . 


| Nox does the Want of Religion in the Generally 
of the common People appear owing. to a ſpeculative 
Disbelief, or Denial of it, but chieffy to Fer a 
and the common Temptations of Life, Your chie 
Bufineſs' therefore is to endeavour” to beger a practical 


#4 &% * «% 


Senſe of it upon their Hearts, as what they ib 
ledge their Belief of, and profeſs they ought” to con- 


form themſelves to. And this is to be done, by 
keeping. up as we are able, the Form and Face of 
| Religion with Decency and Reverence, ant in. ſuell a 
| bd as to * the T ae of Religion offer 


} 
| 


L 1 
to their Minds; and then endeayouring to make this 
Form more and more ſubſervient to promote the Reali- 
ty and Power of it. The Form of Religion may in- 
deed be where there is little of the Thing itſelf; but 
the Thing itſelf cannot be preſerved amongſt Man- 
kind without the Form. And this Form frequently 
occurring in ſome Inſtance or other of it, will be a 
frequent Admonition to bad Men to Repent, and to 


good Men to grow better; and mo be the Means of 
| their: ping . * 


THAr which Men have accounted Religion in | the : 
ſeveral Countries of the World, generally ſpeaking, has 
had a great and conſpicuous Part in all, Publick Ap- 
pearances, and the Face of it been kept up. with great. 
Reyerence throughout all Ranks, from the higheſt to 
the. loweſt ; -not- only upon occaſional Solemnities, but 
alſo in the daily Courſe of Behaviour. In the Hea- 
then World, . their Superſtition was the chief Subject | 
of Statuary, Sculpture, Painting, and Poetry. It mixt 
itſelf with Buſineſs, Civil Forms, Diverſions, Domeſtick 
Entertainments, od every Part of common Life. K 9 he 
Mahometans are obliged to ſhort Deyotions five Times 
between Morning and Evening. In Roman-catholick 
Countries, People cannot paſs a Day without having 
Religion recalled to their Thoughts, by ſome or other 
Memorial of it; by ſome C eremony or publick re- 
ligious 


TH 
ligions Form occurring in their Way: Beſides their fre- | 
quent Holidays, the Short Prayers they are daily cal- 
led to, and the occaſional Devot ions injoyned by Con- 
ſeſſors. By theſe Means their Superſtition ſinks deep 
into the Minds of the People, and their Religion alſo 
into the Minds of ſuch among them as are ſerious and -_ 
u ell- diſpoſed. Our Reformers conſidering that ſome of 
theſe Obſeryances were in themſelves Wrong and Su= 

| perſtitious, : and Others of them made ſubſer vient : 
to the Purpoſes of Superſtition, aboliſhed them, redu- 
ced the Form of Religion to great Simplicity, and 
injoined no more particular Rules, nor left any T hing 
more of what was external in Religion than was, in a 
Manner, neceſſary to preſerve a Senſe of Religion it- 

ſelf upon the Minds of the People. But a great Part 
of this is neglected by the Generality amongſt us; for 
Inſtance, the Service of the Church, not only upon com- 
mon Days, but alſo upon Saints Days ; and ſeveral 
other Things might be mentioned. T bus they have. 
no cuſtomary Admonition, no publick Call to recollect 
the Thoughts of GOD and RELIGION, Kae aue 12 

Sunday to another. ; 


FF 


* 


. Ar was Hr 4 its the L AW. 250 I 
| Words, ſays. Moſes to the Children of ISRAEL, 
which 1 command #1006, cara be in thine Heart. 

And 
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And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Chil- 
dren, and ſbalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in 
thine Houſe, and when thou walleſt by the Way, 
aud when thou liefl down, and when thou riſeſt up 
And as they were commanded This, ſo tis obvious 
how much the Conftitution of that Law was adapted 
to effect it, and keep Religion ever in view. And 
without ſomewhat of this Nature, Piety will grow 
languid even among the better Sort of Men; and the 
worft will go on quietly in an abandoned Courſe, with 
fewer Interruptions from within than they would have, 
were religious Reflect ions forced oſtner upon their Minds, 
and confequently with leſs Probability of their Amend- | 
ment. Indeed in moſt Ages of the Church, the Care 
of reaſonable Men has been, as there has been for the 
moſt Part Oecafion, to draw the People off from laying 
too great Weight upon external Things; upon formal 
Ads of Piety. But the State of Matters is quite 
changed now with us. Theſe Things are neglected 
to a Pegree, which is and cannot hut be attended with 
2 Deeay of all that is Good. Tis highly feaſonable 
Now to inſtruct the People in the Importance of ex- 
trees] OI. 


Dem. VI - 
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| A ND  doubtles —_ this Head wilt come into 
Conſideration a proper Regard to the Structures which 
are Conſecrated ro the Service of GOD. In the pre- 
ſent turn of the Age, one may obſerye a wonderful Fru- 
gality in every Thing which has reſpect to Religion, 
and Extravagance in every Thing elſe. But amidſt the 
Appearances of Opulence and Improvement in all com- 
mon Things, which are now ſeen in moſt Places, it 
would be hard to find a Reaſon, why theſe Monuments 
of ancient Piety ſnould not be preſerved in their original 
Beauty and Magnificence. But in the leaſt opulent 
Places they muſt be preſerved in becoming Repair; and 
every Thing relating to the Divine Service be, 
however, decent and clean; otherwiſe we ſhall vilify the 
Face of Religion whilſt, we keep it up. All this is in- 
deed , principally the Duty of Others. Tours is ta 
preſs ſtrongly upon them what is their Duty in this 
Reſpect, and admoniſh them of it often if they are neg. 


es: 1 3 5s THAT WEE; * ali — N b 2 
Wa 1 . 76: ee e eat a4 
| Bur WY you YO hs ſite to „ tak Care and not 


negle& that Part of the ſacred Fabrick which be- 
longs to you to maintain in Repair and Decency. Such 
Neglect would be great Impiety in You, and of moſt 
pernicious Example to Others. Nor could You with 
any OP or "Ew FR urge upon Them their 


T 4 18 1 
— 4 in a — in Which = ene ſhould be 


Big$Hoe FIREETWO OD has . * that « un- 
leſs the good publick Spirit of Building, Repairing, and 
Aaorning Churches prevails a great deal more among us, 
and be more encouraged, an hundred Tears will bring 
to the Ground an huge Number of our Churches. T his 
excellent Prelate made this Obſervation forty Years ago: 
And no one I believe will imagine, that the good Spirit 
he has recommended prevails. more at _ than it 

did 5 7 | bog: 


BuT if theſs ene of the: Diving: Betiice are 
to be regarded; doubtleſs the Divine Service itſelf is more 
to be regarded, and the- Conſcientions Attendance upon 
it, ought often to be inculeated upon the People, as a 
plain Precept of the Goſpel ;- as the Means of Grace, 
and what has peculiar Promiſes annext to it. But 
external Acts of Piety and Devotion, and the frequent 
Returns of them are, moreover, neceſſary to keep up 
a Senſe of Religion, which the Affairs of the World 
will otherwiſe. wear out of Mens Hearts. And the 
frequent Returns, whether of - Publick- Devotions, or of 
my Fe . to Anion pos into en een 

[hr eee 14 po malt 


" » Charge to hs «Gat of St. are, 1710. 


SW. - 
Thoughts, will have an Influence upon them, in Propors = 
tion as they are ſuſceptible of Religion, and not given 
over to a reprobate Mind. For this Reaſon, beſides 
others, the Service of the Church ought to be Celebra- 
ted as often as or can have a A to at- 
n it. ee e 


Bur aer the Body « of the Peopla; eſpecially. in 
Country Places, cannot be brought to attend it oftner 
than one Day in a Week, and -fince this is in no Sort 
enough to keep up in them a due Senſe of Religion, it 
were greatly to be wiſhed they could be perſuaded to 
any Thing which might, in ſome Meaſure, ſupply the 
Want of more frequent Publick Devotions, or ſerve the 
like Purpoſes. Family Prayers, regularly kept up in 
. ren wauld bara een be 


82 c RET ian: as e as it is command 
ed by our SA VT OUR, and as eyidently as it is im- 
plied in the Notion of Piety, will yet, I fear, be grie- 
vouſly forgotten by the Generality, till they can be 
| brought to fix for themſelyes certain Times of the Day 
for it; ſince this is not done to their Hands, as it was 
in the Jewiſh Church by Cuſtom or Authority. In- 
deed, Cuſtom, as well as the manifeſt Propriety of the 
T Hing, and Examples of good Men in Scripture, juſtify 
us ik inſiſting, that omit their Prayers Morn- 

8 ing 
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ing or Evening, who have not thrown off all Regards to 
Piety. But Secret Prayer comprehends not only Deyo- 
tions before Men begin and after they have ended the 
Buſineſs of the Day, but ſuch alſo as may be performed. 
while they are employed in it, or even in Company, 

And truely, if beſides our more Sett Devotions Morning 
and Evening, all of us would fix upon certain Times of 
the -Day, fo that the Return of the Hour ſhould remind 
us, to ſay ſhort Prayers, or exerciſe. our Thoughts in a 
Way equivalent to this, perhaps there are ſew Perſons 


in ſo high and habitual a State of Piety, as not to find 
the Benefit of it. If it took up no more than a Minute 
or two, or even leſs Time than that, it would ſerve 
the End I am propoſing ; it would be a Recollection, 
that we are in the Divine Preſence, and contribute 


to our being in the Fear of the LORD. all the Day 
* 1 00h 5 


A Dur ef the like Kind, and "EI to the fume 
Purpoſe, is the particular Acknowledgment of GOD 
when we are partaking of His Bounty at our Meals. 


The Neglect of this is ſaid to have been ſcandalous to a 


Proverb, in the Heathen World ; but it is without 


Shame laid aſide at the Tables of the Higheſt and the 
IN Rank ns us. 3 


Axy 


2 * Cadmorth-on the Lords s Supper, p-8. Caſaub. in Athenzum, L. 1. e. 1 


P. 22. Duport. Præl. in Theophraſtum Ed. Needham; c. 9. p. 335, Cc. 


f ar 1 


dren their Prayers and Catechiſm, it being what they 


be mentioned here, as a Means by which they will 
bring the Principles of Chriſtianity often to their own: 


TR to Weeks- end. 


G ENERAL Exhortations to Fiety, abſtracted from 


But, ſuch as are not, tho they be touch'd with them, 
yet when they go away from Church, they ſcarce know 
where to begin, or how to ſet about what tliey are 
exhorted to. And tis with Reſpect to Religion, 


of great Conſequence intended, are yet never done at 
all, becauſe they may be done at any Time, and in any 
Manner; which would not be, were ſome determinate 
Time and. Manner voluntarly fix d ypon for the Doing 
of them. Particular Rules and Directions then con- 


knowledged Duties, bring Religion nearer to Practice; 
and ſuch as are —.— proper, and cannot well be Wit 


ken, and are caſily obſeryed. — Such particular Rules. 
| 42 In: 


AND as Parents ſhould be Admoniſhed, and it ſhould 
be preſs d upon their Conſciences, to teach their Chil- 


are obliged to upon all Accounts, ſo it is proper to 


Minds, inſtead of laying aſide all. Thoughts of it from 
the Particular Circumſtances - of it, are of great Uſe: 


to ſuch as are already got into a religious Courſe of Liſe: 


as in the common Affairs of Life, in which many Things 


cerning the Times and Circumſtances. of performing, ac- 


T i 17 


in Religion, prudently recommended, would hare an 
Lofluence upon the > People. DIODE) DIME m 74" 


. 9 


AI this indeed may be called 1 Form; as every 
Thing external in Religion may be weidy ſo. And 
therefore whilft we endea your in theſe, and other like 
Inſtances to keep up the Form of Godlineſs * amongſt 
thoſe who are our Care, and oyer whom we have any 
Influence, we muſt endeavour alſo that this Form be 
made ware and more ſubſervient to promote the Power 
[ it * Admoniſn them to take Heed, that they mean 
what they fay in their Prayers, that their T 3 oi 
and Intentions go along with their Words, that 
really in their Heart exert and exerciſe befote G OD 
the Affections they expreſs with theit Mouth. Teach 
them, not that external Religion is nothing, for this 
is not true in any Sence; it being ſcarce poſſible, but 
if ee lay ſome ſort of Reſtraint upon a Mans 
al Morals ; ; and *tis moreover of good Effect with reſpect 
| 1 to the World about him. But teach them that Re- 
gard to one Duty will in no Sort atone for the 
1 Neglect of any other. Endeayour to raife in their 
| Hearts ſuch a Senſe of GOD. as ſhall be an habi- 
| tual, ready Principle of Reverence, Love, Gratitude, 
| Hope, T ruſt, e and Obedience. * 
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bort them to make uſe of every. Circumſtance, 


which brings the Subject of Religion at all before 
them, to turn their Hearts habitually to Him; to 


recolle&t ſerioufly the Thought of his Preſence in whom 


they liue and move and — their Being, and by 
a ſhort A& of their Mind devote themſelves to his 


Service. If. for Inſtance, Perſons would accuſtom 
themſelves to be thus admoniſhed by the very Sight of a 


C nuR RH, could it be called Superſtition? ? Enforce up- 


on them the N eceſlity of making Religion their Prin- 
cipal Concern, as what is the expreſs Condition of the 


Goſpel-covenant, | and what the very, Nature of the 
Thing requires. Explain to them the Terms of that Cove- 
nant of Mercy, founded in the Incarnation, Sacrifice and In- 
terceſſion of CHRIST, together with the promiſeg Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Hory Gos r, not to ſuperſede our 


own Endeavours, but to render them effectual. The 


greater Feſtivals of the Church, being inſtituted | 
for commemorating the ſeveral Parts of the Goſpel, 
Hiſtory, of Courſe lead you to explain theſe its ſeyeral 
Doctrines, and ſhew the Chriftian Practice which ariſes 
out of them. And the more occaſional Solemnities of 


Religion, as well as theſe Feſtivals, will often afford 


you the faireſt Opportunities of enforcing all theſe Things 
in familiar Conyerſation. Indeed all Aﬀettation, of * 
ing piouſly is quite nauſeous: And tho there be nothing of 
1 yet Men will 9 be diſguſted at the too great 
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Frequency. or Length of theſe occaſional Admonitions, 
But a Word of GOD and RELIGION dropp'd 
ſometimes in Converſation, gently, and without any 
Thing ſevere or forbidding, in the Manner of it; 


4 his is not unacceptable. It leaves an Impreſſion, is 10. 
peated again by the Hearers, and often remembred by 


plain well diſpoſed Perſons longer than one would think. 
Particular Circumſtances too which render Men more apt 
to receive Inſtruction, ſhould be laid hold of to talk 
ſeriouſly to their Conſciences. For Inſtance, after a 
Man's Recovery from a dangerous Sickneſs, how pro- 
per is it to adviſe him to recollect and ever bear in Mind, 
What were his Hopes or Fears, his Wiſhes and Refo- 
ations, -when under the Apprehenſion of Death; in 
order to bring him to Repentance, or confirm him in a 
Courſe of Piety, according as his Life and Character 
has been. So likewiſe the terrible Accidents which of- 
ten happen from Riot and Debauchery, and indeed al- 
moſt every Vice, are Occaſions providentially thrown 
in your Way, to diſcourſe againſt theſe Vices, in com- 


mom Converſation, as well as from the Pulpit, upon any 


ſuch Accidents happening in your Pariſh, or in a Neigh- 
bouring one. Occaſions and Cucumſtunces of a like 
EKind to ſome or other of theſe occur often, and ought, if 
1 may ſo ſpeak, to be catched at, as Opportunities of 


corivey ing Inſtruction, both public 1. e with 
8 ee Advantage. eie 
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© as 1 
pu L1cs Inſtruction is abſolutely neceſfary aid 
can in no Sort be difpenſed with. But as it is com- 
mon to all who are preſent, many Perſons ſtrangely 
neglect to appropriate what they hear to Themſelves; 


to their ow n Heart and Life, Now the only Reme- 


dy for This in our Power is a particular perſonal Ap- 
pb on. And a perſonal Application makes a very 


different Impreſſion from a common, general one. It 
were therefore greatly to be wiſhed, that every Man 
mould have the Principles of Chriſtianity, and his own 
particular Duty enforced upon his Conſcience, in 2 
Manner fuited to his Capacity, in private. And beſides 
the occaſional Opportunities of doing this, ſome of 
which have been intimated, there are ſtated Oppor- 
tunities of doing it. Such, for Inſtance, is Confir- 
mation: And the uſual Age for Confirmation is that 
Time of Life, from which Youth muſt become more 
and more their own. Maſters, when they are often 
leaving their Fathers Houſe, going out into the wide 
World and all its numerous Temptations ; againſt which 
they particularly want to be fortified by having ſtrong 
and lively Impreſſions of Religion made upon their Minds. 
Now the 61* Canon expreflly requires, that every Mini- 
ter that hath Care of Souls ſhall uſe his beſt Endeavour 
to prepare and make able — as many as he can to be 
_confirmed ; which cannot be done as it ought without: 


fuch perſonal wn to each Cand idate in par- 
D Accular 
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ticular. as I. am recommending. Another Opportunity 
for doing this is, when any one of your Pariſhioners 
ſignifies; his Name, as intending for the firſt Time to 
be Partaker of the Communion. The Rubrick Tequires, 
that all Perſons. whenever they intend to receive, ſhall 
ſignifie their Names before-hand to the Miniſter ; Which 
if it be not inſiſted upon in all Caſes, ought abſolute- 
ly to be inſiſted upon for the firſt Time. Now 
this even lays it in your Way to diſcourſe with 


them in private upon the N ature and Benefits of 


this Sacrament, and enforce upon them the Impor- 
tance and Neceſſity of Religion. However I do not 


mean to put this upon the ſame Foot with Cate 


chiſing Vouth and preparing them for Confirmation; 
theſe being indiſpenſable Obligations and expreſll y 
commanded by our Canons. This private Intercourſe 
with your. Pariſhioners preparatory to their firſt Com- 
munion, let it, if you pleaſe, be . conſidered as a vo- 
luntary | Service to Religion on Your Part, and a 
voluntary Inſtance of Docility on Theirs. I will on- 


ly add as to this Practice that it is regularly kept 
up by ſome Perſons, and particularly by. One, Whoſe 
_ exemplary Behaviour in every Part of the Paſtoral 


Office, is enforced upon You by his Station of Au- 
thority and Influence in Ah Part F Eſpecially,, of] 
the Dioceſe. * 4 
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$ - am very ſenſible, My Brethren, that ſome & 
theſe things, in Places where they are greatly want= 
ed, are impra Qicable, . from the Largeneſs of Pariſhes, 
ſuppoſe. And where there is no Impediment of this 
Sort, yet the Performance of them will depend upon 
Others, as well as upon You. People cannot” be ad- 
moniſhed or inſtructed in private, unleſs they will per- 
mit it. And little will you be able to do in forming 
the Minds of Children to a Senſe of Religion, if their 
Parents, will not aſſiſt you in it: and yet much leſs, 
if they will fruſtrate your Endeavours, by their bad 
Example, and giving Encouragement to their Children 
to be diſſolute. The like is to be ſaid alſo of your 
Influence in reforming the common People in general, 
in Proportion as their Superiors act in like Manner 
to ſuch Parents; and whilſt they, the lower” People 
I mean, muſt have ſach numerous Temptations to 
Drunkenneſs and Riot every where placed in * 

Way. And *tis cruel Uſage we often meet with, in 
being cenſured for. not doing what we cannot do, with 
out, what we cannot haye, the Concurrence of our 
Cenſures, | . Doubtleſs very much Reproach which Now 
lights upon the Clergy, would be found to fall elſe- 
where, if due Allowances were made for things of. 
this Kind, But then We, My Brethren, muſt take 
Care and not make more than due Allowances for 


nem. It. Others deal uncharitably with us, we muſt 
.. deal 
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deal impartially at Ourſelves,! as in a Matter of 
Conſcience, in determining what Good is in our Power 
to do: and not let Indolence keep us ſrom ſetting 
about what really is in our Power; nor any Heat 
of Temper create Obſtacles in the Profecation of it, 
or render inſup erable ſuch as we find, when perhaps 
G entleneſs. and "Patience would prevent, or overcome 
iſs | 


> 1 NDEBD all this Dilige ence. to MY 1 have been 
exhorti Lou and Myſelf for GOD forbid I ſhould 
not eo der myſelf as included in all all the general Ad- 
monitions you teceive from Me ; all this Diligence 
in theſe things does indeed ſuppoſe, that we give 
vurſelves wholly to them. It ſuppoſes, not only that 
we have a real Senſe of Religion upon our own 
Minds, but alſo, that to promote the Practice of it 
in Others is habitually uppermaſt in our Thought 
and Intention, as the Buſineſs of our Lives. And 
this My Brethren, is the Panels of our Lives, in every 
Senſe, and upon every Account. *Tis the general Buſineſs 
of all Chriſtians as they have Denner Tis our parti- 
eular Buſineſs, Tis fo as we have devoted ourſelves 
to it by the moſt ſolemn Engagements ; as, according 
to our Lord's Appointment, we live ＋ the Goſpel *; 

and as the n and | Advancement of Relig 


1 Cor. IX, 14. 
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on in ſuch and ſuch Diftridts are, in ſome Reſpeds, 
our een T 
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'B y being faithful in the Dicharge of this our 
Tiuſt, by thus taling heed to the Miniſtry we have 
received in the Lord that we fulfill it +, we ſhall 
do our Part towards reviving a practical Senſe of 
Religion amongſt the People committed to our Care. 
And this will be the ſecureſt Barrier againſt the 
Efforts of Infidelity ; a great Source of which plainly 
is, the Endeavour to get rid of religious Reſtraints. 
. But whatever be our Succeſs. with Regard to Others, 
we ſhall have the Approbation of our Conſciences, and 
may reſt aſſured, that, as to ourſelyes at leaft, our da 
bur is not in vain in the LORD *, 
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